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August 28, 2015 

Civil Air Patrol joins U.S. Air Force’s Total Force 

ORLANDO, Florida – Civil Air Patrol is officially a member of the U.S. Air Force’s Total Force, 

Air Force Gen. Mark Welsh announced today. 

The all-volunteer Air Force auxiliary joins the active duty Air Force, Air National Guard and Air 

Force Reserve Command, along with Air Force retired military and civilian employees, in the 

Total Force. 

The announcement came during CAP’s 2015 National Conference, which began Thursday and 

concludes Saturday at Walt Disney World’s Swan and Dolphin Resort. 

“A revision to Air Force doctrine signed by the Air Force chief of staff enacted this significant 

change,” Maj. Gen. Joe Vazquez, CAP national commander, said in a video announcement 

today. 

“Air Force senior leadership has long considered Civil Air Patrol to be part of the Air Force 

family, relying on us to support homeland security missions,” Vazquez said, adding that 

including CAP in the Total Force “is a strong recognition of who we are and what we do from the 

highest levels of the Air Force.” 

“Greater awareness of Civil Air Patrol among our Total Force partners also ushers in a new era 

of understanding and presents untold opportunities as the Air Force looks to its missions for 

tomorrow. Being part of the Total Force brings with it a great responsibility to continue to be a 

focused, professional, mission-focused component of the Air Force.”  

“We are citizens serving communities and we are a part of the United States Air Force Total 

Force team,” the national commander concluded.  

Congress established CAP as the Air Force’s official auxiliary in May 1948, mandating three 

core missions – emergency services, cadet programs and aerospace education.  

The organization was founded Dec. 1, 1941. During World War II its members flew patrols along 

the Atlantic and Gulf coasts and eventually helped stop German U-boats attacking U.S. oil 

tankers carrying fuel for domestic and Allied forces. Other CAP members contributed to the war 

effort through such missions as towing targets for military trainees, spotting forest fires, 

conducting search and rescue missions, providing disaster relief and emergency transport of 

people and parts and conducting orientation flights for future pilots.  

 

https://youtu.be/AYx2A3eop8s
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That World War II service was recognized in December 2014 with a Congressional Gold Medal. 

 

A photo overview of CAP’s varied missions can be found here. 

 

#CAPNC15 

Civil Air Patrol, the official auxiliary of the U.S. Air Force, is a nonprofit organization with 58,000 members 
nationwide, operating a fleet of 550 aircraft. CAP, in its Air Force auxiliary role, performs about 85 percent 
of continental U.S. inland search and rescue missions as tasked by the Air Force Rescue Coordination 
Center and is credited by the AFRCC with saving an average of 70 lives annually. Its unpaid 
professionals also perform homeland security, disaster relief and drug interdiction missions at the request 
of federal, state and local agencies. The members play a leading role in aerospace education and serve 
as mentors to more than 24,000 young people currently participating in the CAP cadet programs. 
Performing missions for America for the past 73 years, CAP received the Congressional Gold Medal in 
2014 in honor of the heroic efforts of its World War II veterans. CAP also participates in Wreaths Across 
America, an initiative to remember, honor and teach about the sacrifices of U.S. military veterans. Visit 
www.capvolunteernow.com for more information.  
 
CAP contact:  
Julie DeBardelaben – jdebardelaben@capnhq.gov – 334-953-7748, ext. 250; 334-549-2224 
Steve Cox – scox@capnhq.gov – 334-953-7748, ext. 251; 334-296-5881 
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